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AMONGST the peculiar clrcumftances attending 
the French revolution ; the mod interefting^ and 
the moft remarkable, is the general horror with which 
it is viewed by the European Mpnarchs^ and the exten* 
five and powerful combination which has been farmed 
amongft them to fupprefs it. The terror it has pro- 
duced feems to have totally abforbed every other coh^ 
fideration^ to have united the moil difcordant interefts, 
deftroyed the moft inveterate prejudices^ and the molt' 
violent jealoufies. It has even driven the Pope to feek 
refuge in a nation^ which has for more than two cen- 
turies had the misfortune to lie under his hiterdiSl, and 
to that ri]ionarch whofe fubjeds he has moft folemnl^ 
difcharged from their allegiance to him. An inyefti- 
gationinto the caufe of this political phenomenon may 
i)ot be uninterelting, eyeii e3(:clufive of the ioiportant 
confequenc^s likely to refylt (vom it. 
j The revolt of fubjeds againft their fovcreigns, is not 

' a very rare occurence; the king of Great Britain has 
j recently experienced an important one, by which he loft 
t the far greater part of his dominions, without exciting 
any very great concern amongft his fellow monarchs>or 
any very powerful combination of them in his fupport. 
Even republicanifm has not heretofore appeared to 
excite any confiderable alarm; Americay Holldndy Smii-- 
zerlandy nay, England y in the laft century, renounced 
the authority of their fovereigns, and formed republics, 
yet the monarchs of Europe abetted their revolt ^iid 
fought their alliance. An antipathy to republicanilm 
cannot be pretended, in this cafe, to be the motive for 
this confederacy againft France, becaufe it exifted at a 
time, when inftead of dethroning their monarch, though 
. intirely at their difpofal, they voluntarily left him a (bare 
^ of power, dangerous to the fafcty and peace of the 
V kingdom, and granted him a civil lift to the utmoft of 
* his defire, and much larger than that enjoyed by tfee 
^ ^cing of England. Far lefs can the recent cruelties in 
, JFrance be deemed the caufe, as thofe were the efFeO:, 
'^ * and not the caufe of the royal confederacy. For when 
^ it was firft formed, far lefs blood had been (hed in 
lo lirance than in any revolution of equal importance^ 
e> ^nd a limited monarchy appeared to b^ peaceably 



cftabliQied, No part of the abhorrence of the French 
revolution can therefore be attributed to the inftability 
of the government, or thexhanges it has undergone, 
becaufe they were the natural confequences of the 
hoftile meafures purfued againft it. Mr. Pitt acknotv- 
ledges,- that the limited monarchy of France appeared 
to have been formed with the general concurrence of 
the people. Had that government ' then been left 
undifturbed. Had not the king, the clergy, and nobles 
of France been tempted by the hope of powerful foreign 
aid, to endeavour the fubvcrfion of the new tortned 
government, its permanency, its peaceable eftablifh- 
ment, was far more promifing than could reafonably 
have been cxpefted, from the nature of the convulfion, 
and the importance of the change which had taken 
place. All the calamities which have fince appeared, 
and the perilous fituation of the royal family of France, 
may therefore be far more properly attributed to 
Meffrs. Burke and Calonney Who have been indefat- 
igable in inciting the preicnt clamour, than to the people 
of France. ' 

At the time thefe men undertook tht horrid tafk- of 
inciting all Europe againft that people, they h|id 
declared, that having obtained liberty with the fword, 
they wijfhed to fheath it for ever. They exprefsly 
difclaimed any hoftile defign on the moft defencelefs 
ftate; they did not appear to entertain any. views 
inimical to the peace of the furrounding nations, nor 
the leaft intention of interfering in their concerns. 
They appeared difpofed to fit down peaceably, to enjoy 
the happinefs they expefted to derive from the revolu- 
tion they had effeded. To us they were naturally led 
to look rather as allies, than as enemies j they confider- 
cd us as the nation in Europe, whofe government 
approximated the neareft to that which they had re- 
cendy eftablifhedj and when they faw the continent of 
Europe arming againft them, they threw themfelves on 
our juftite, and proffered us the office of mediator: 
when^this was declined, when Mr. Burke waX allowed 
to ftigmatize,them with impunity, when the French 
princes were inciting all Europe againft theni, when 
almoft every European monarch appeared difpofed to 
attack them, and their king was fuppofsd to be cm- 



( 5 ) 

ploying the immenfe revenue they had granted him in 
ibpporting thefe meafores, we cannot much wonder at 
the rage of the French populace or i^s confequenccs, 
nor will any man believe it to be the real reafon of any 
mealures which may be adopted againft them. Jndced 
whatever may be the cataftrophe of the royal family 
of France, or whatever may have been its origin, it can 
hardly be deemed a fufficient caufe for d^uging Europe 
in blood. Tranfitions from the throne to an untimely 
grave, occur in almoft every page of hlftory, they en- 
force the argument of the moralift, cmbellifti the works 
of the poet, and form the principle pathos of the 
(Jrama. In the /pace of about half a century the blood of four 
queens y as beautiful and accomplijhed as the queen of France ^ 
Jlr earned on an Englijh Jcaffold^ and although it was an age 
ef chivalry J not a Jwordjiarted from itsfcabbard to avenge 
them. Even fovereigns themfelves do not in general 
feem to pofiTefs very fympathetic feelings, they rarely 
concern themfelves in the fate of thofe fellow monarchs, 
with v/hom their own Interefts are not interwoven. 
The prefent age has feen a fovereign precipitated from 
his throne to a prifon, and from thence to his tomb; 
not by injured fubjefts, but by her whom he had raifed. 
to empire, and who now (ways the bloody fceptef, with- 
out having excited thofe exclamations of horror which 
feem to have been rcferved for the prefent qccafion. 

If a regard for the Bourbons be not the real motive, 
for this confederacy, far lefs can we fuppofe it to be a. 
concern for the people of France. Mr. Burke and 
his aflbciates, indeed, are extremely pathetic in lament-, 
ing the mifery which they have brought upon them- 
felves. That unhappy people! That mifcrable^ 
deluded, unfortunate country ! are the epithets we apply, 
to France; and it is perhaps the moft extraordinary 
circumftance, in this memorable event, that thirty 
millions of people Ihould fo univerfally, and fo pertina- 
cioufiy perfift in being miferable, and that it jhould. 
require fuch very extraordinary means to compel them 
to be happy. Itmuft be prefumed that the illuftrious 
and beneficient monarchs of Ruffia, of Pruffia, and of 
Auftria have placed their own fubjefts at the fummit 
of happinefs, that they are thus fo perfedbly at leifure to 
give happinefs to the people of another country. And 



that the luminous geniufes of Ruflia of Brandenberg» 
and of Auftria, have fct out with fwords in their hands 
to convince the French that they have miftaken the 
road to felicity, and that the true principles of govern- 
ment, of focial order, and national profpcrity, are not 
to be judged of by human reafon, but to be adopted 
from the banks of the Wolga,the Don, and the Oder, 
where antient and venerable fyftems of government 
are eftabliflied, which were framed by the wifdom of 
antient times, improved through a fucceffion of ages 
and fanftioned by happy cxpeirence. But however 
powerfully the Ruffian, Auftrian, and Pruflian armies 
may contend in favor of thefe fyftems, it becomes us to 
paufe on the fubjeft, becaufe it is poffible the illuftrious 
monarchs may be interefted in the queftion, and fome 
perfons may be apt to furmife, that were the itiifery 
refulting from the French principles, real, the benevo- 
lent monarchs would have left thefe people undifturbed, 
to have been as miferable as they pleafed, as a terrible 
example to deter furroundirig nations, from fubvcrl;ing 
antient fyftems,, or rebelling againft: their dread 
fovereigns. 

Let us then inquire a little into the nature of thofe 
principles, which have caufed fuch univerfal alarm, 
and threaten fuch univerfal mifchief. Firft let us afk 
what they are ? " Men being all free y equals andindepen- 
*' denf, no one can be put out of his ejlate without his own 
confenty by agreeing with other men to join and unite in a 
community. '^T^usy that which begins, and aSfually con* 
eludes any political Jociety, is nothing but the conjent of a 
number of free men, capable of a majority to unite and 
incorporate into Juchfocietyi and this is that, and that 
only, which did, or could, give beginning to any lawful 
government. — The fuprepe power cannot lawfully or 
*' rightly take- from man, any part of his property witbout 
" his own conjent. -^There remains inherent in the people^ 
'^ a power to remove or alter the legijlative, when they find 
** the legijlative a£i contrary to the truji repojed in them ; 
*' for when fuch truJl is abujed, it is thereby forfeiJed, and 
'^ devolves to thofe who gave it.*\ 

Are thefe the principles of the French revolution? 

they are ; but they ate not extrafted from the paltry, 

'blurred, Icrapsof /^^ Rights of Man i they arc takeq 
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from the celebrated Mr. Locke' s ^reatife on Govern-' 
Plenty written avowedly for the purpofe of defending the 
Englifti revolution; and for writing of which, he was 
rewarded with a thoujandz year from the Britilh govern- 
ment. 

It Ihould feem then that thefe principles are not 
quite newy that the French philofophers have not 
invented them; they have it feems for a century paft 
curfed this country, and now they are fermenting and 
Spreading their baneful effefts through Eur of e. It is 
not then the principles themfelves, but it is thefe prin- 
ciples becoming French^ which conftitutes the danger; 
while they were confined to this foggy ifland, while 
they were locked up in a language almoft unknown 
upon the continent, the monarchs of Europe were 
cither ftrangers to their exiftence, or fcarlefs of their 
cffedls. But when thefe principles* are adopted by a 
nation, fituated in the midft of happy defpotic mon- 
archies; by a nation whofe language is the univerfal 
language of Europe; and whofe writers by their genius, 
their wit, their learning, and their tafte, had almoft 
monopolized the literature of Europe; then it was 
that thefe principles excited their alarm, and threaten- 
ed danger. The French writers have until lately been 
admired through Europey patronized by kings and 
applauded by nobles. Some of them indeed were 
tinftured with deifnty fome even with atheifmi but that 
did not feem much to diminifli their celebrity, or draw 
down the indignation of the monarchs and nobles of 
Europe. But when thpfe write/s adopted the principles 
of Mr. Locke, when thefe principles began to operate, 
when the ftate of France threatened an extenfive circu- 
lation of them. Then the alarm commenced; then 
it was difcovered that the only writers in EuropCy who 
were univerfally read, were a fet of unhappy, miferable 
philofophers. That the only literary nation on the 
continent, were inadequate judges -of their own happi- 
nefs, and that it Was requifite to fend them RuJJian and 
Pruffian foldiersto teach it' them. 

Let it not be imagined that I mean to infinuate, that 
thefe principles are not dangerous. Principles ot 
libertyy whether Englijhy Frenchy or Polifi certainly are 
dangerous to the dejpots of Europey. in proportion as they 
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arc beneficial to their JubjeBs ; and that thcfe defpots 
Ihould unite to eradicate diefe principles, by deftroying 
the new P%lijh and French governments, is extremely 
natural* I only mean to difpute the propriety of ^«r 
joining the confederacy. 

But probably I may be told that the French have 
introduced fome new principles in addition to 
Mr, Lockis* True, but thcfe principles do not feem 
to be very mifchievous, or very hoflile to human happi- 
nels* 7i renounce foreign conquejls and aggreffive war"^ 
Jo <onfini them/elves to the arts offeacCy content with cul^ 
tivating the /oily and improving the natural advantages 
heaven hath lalloted them^^To improve the human /pedes 
hy national education^ thus attaching man to /ociety by 
enabling him to partake of its benefits^ and apportioning 
human bnppine/s as equally ns pcifftble amongst human kind. 
Thcfe if errors, do not feem to be of a very atrocious 
nature, and (hould they fail of being realifed, it ought 
rather excite our /orrom "and commi/eratwHy than, our 
etmtempty our inMgnation, or our vengeance. 

But it is faid, that in thc/eeming excellence oif thcfe 

principles, confifts their danger ; tha'tby thcfe reveries 

of literary cnthufiafts, mankind are induced to abandon 

a prefent and pra&icable ftate of happinefS) in purfuit 

of a vifionaryfyftem which never can be realized. If 

fo^ it became more peculiarly ncceflacy that the French 

government ihould have been left undifturbcdi that 

.its imprafticability and inutility might have been 

clearly manifefted. Even the Ru/Jian pea/ant and the 

German boor might have been more content under their 

prefent defpotifm, had it appeared that the principles 

of the French revolution naturally led to a ftatc of 

anarchy, or a ftatc of defpotifm, more oppreffivc than 

their own ; whereas the anarchy and difordcrs of France 

may now be afcribed to the obftruftion it has met with, 

and difturbance it has received from foreign powers. 

Its advocates may now fairly contend — Had the French 

government been left to its natural cour/cy it would have 

produced a /late 0/ human happine/Sy /uperior to what the 

world ever heheld* The de/pots knew it, they knew the 

contrajl it would /ormy to the mi/ery they /pread around 

them. They re/olved to prevent its maturity y they combined 

to jlr angle it in its birth* They attempted it^ but in vain. 
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^^And tW defeated^ and defeated in a manner that mu]t 
defiroy every hope ofeffeSiing its overthrow, yet they threat^ 
en renewed hojiilities 'y and keep them in perpetual alarm, in 
hope their deluded JubpSs may believe, that the mi/eries and 
calamities France endures from their machinations, are the 
lonjequences of the government they have adopted. 

The continental potentates have confederated againft 
France, not from any thing peculiar to her, either as to 
principles, government, or conduS; and whether we ftand 
by a calni fpeftator of the deftruclion of Polijh liberty, 
or join the continental powers in fubverting the French^ 
in either cafe, it is the general principles of liberty, and 
not any particular modification of theni we are affifting 
to deftroy; and it is the^^w^r^^/fyfte^n of tyranny which 
we in fuch cafe neceflarily fupport. 

That the Auftrian, Ruffian, and Pruffian monarchs 
»re to confederate with us to force upon France, the 
Englijh Conftitution, or any kind of free government, k ^ 

too abfurd to be fuppofed. It is even not pretended by 
thofe who have promoted this war. To our confed- 
erates, the Englijh principles of government are as 
obnoxious as the French. Poland had formed a govern*, 
ment fimilar to our own; the neighbouring monarchs 
beheld it with abhorrence, confpiredto deftroy itj and 
his majefty of Prujfia, after due deliberation, pro- 
nounced that Poland was contaminated with French 
principles, which he was determined to deftroy. Thefe 
ientiments we alfb apparently adopt, for with every 
diverfified fyftem of tyranny, with every fpecies of 
arbitrary power, we can cordially coalefce ; we can 
confederate for mutual defence. But let any fyftem of 
liberty appear' among the nations of Europe; let a form 
of government arife approximating to . our own, with 
them we difdain treaty or alliance : we look on thenci 
with abhorrence, or turn from them with contefHpt; we 
fufFer them to be deftroyed by the furi'ounding tyrants j 
and if their power proves infufficient for the purpofe, 
we at laft join the confederacy to fubvert them. fFe 
at leaft cannot be accufed . of offering confraternity. 
We ally ourfelves mthany government^ provided it be 
hoftile to freedom, but liberif^ and hdppinefs, it feems,' 
we d^em fo eftimable, that we keep them to ourfelves. 
To fee the Britiih arms otherWife employed, would 



iadced be an uncommon circumftance. The cffefts of 
our power and influence, are indeed to be very yifibljr 
traced throughout every quarter of the globe, but alas ! 
it is in one unvaried fcenc oijlavtrj^ defolation^ and 
blood! No wonder wc look with abhorrence on the 
French principle of communicating to others that 
liberty they have them(elves obtained. It is a principle 
they certainly cannot be accufed of having learned of 
us. 

The intereft the continental monarchs have in fup- 
prefling the principles of liberty, is plain and obvious ; 
but let it be a(ked, what intereft have we therein ? I 
will not a& if his majefty,*as elcftor oi Hanover has any ! 
but it will not be eafy to (hew, that the king and people 
of England can poflibly have any : to them it mud be 
perfe&ly indiflFerent whether the principles of liberty 
exift on the eaft or the weft of the Rbine^ or whether 
they be bounded by the Alps or the Pyrennees. 

Yet it is the danger from thefc principles which is 
chiefly Ibunded in our ears. It is their principles 
Mr. Duttdas tells us, which has rendered France obnoxi^ 
0US and dangerous. And it is their principles Mr. Burke 
fo vehemently calls On us, to wage eternal war^ to 
eradicate. 

The war then it (eems is intended to fubvert thefc 
principles? Difmifling for a moment the enquiry, 
whether they be true or falfe, dangerous or beneficial ; 
let us aflc a plain queftion. How a war with the French 
republic is to deftroy them ? England is their native land ; 
here they may be deemed indigenous, in France only 
exotic; and whether fuffered to remain, or whether the 
hand of violence tears up the new planted offset, the 
mother plant fl:ill remains. Here if any where, that 
muft be dcftroyed : not only Mr. Burke's fpeeches and 
the Duke of Richmond's letters, but Mr. Locke's writ- 
ings nnuflr.he configned to oblivion before the principle* 
of the French revolution can be annihilated. They are 
not merely the principles of /i&^Z revolution, but ofall 
our modern revolutions. Mr. Locke reduced them 
into form for the Englijb revolution i Mr. Molyneux 
reforted to them as a p^^per foundation for an Iriflp 
revolution; Mr. Burke's coadjutor. Dr. Price brought 
them forward for the American, and the national 



aflemblf idoptcd them fot the French revolution. 
They arc ftili very little the worfe for wear, and maj 
ferve for twenty revolutions more. It is true thofe 
who have ufed rfiem to cfFefl: a revolution, have ufually 
vriflied, as foon as the end has been anfwered, to configa 
Chem to oblivion; yet they furvive. Admitting thca 
thefe principles to be dangetous in the extreme i admitting 
alfo that their progrefs in this nation be rapid and 
alarming: nay, that all the exertions of government 
will be inadequate to preferve the public peace from the 
diforders that thefe principles will occafion. Still wc 
muft requeft Mr. Dundasy Mr. Btirke,ot Mr. Jtrdamjtm 
to inform us how a war will eradicate thefe prin- 
ciples, or prevent their further progrefs amongft us? 
Snppofing the Anjirian and Prujfian grenadiers j with fbt 
ajjiftance of the Engllfh guards, were to eat up thirty millions 
of French, and bring away the eighty-three Departments im 
their knap-Jacks i would thefe principles be loft ? would the 
murder of thirty millions of people prove them to be falfet 
or would any calamities the French may endure from the 
band of violence make thefe principles be iefs admired? If 
it be intended to root them out, meafures very dif- 
' ferent indeed from thofe avowed muft be adopted. 

Should we indeed ever be informed that we have 
fuccecded in reftoring the antient French monarchy to 
its former luftre, and that the national convention have 
been all fent to a new Baftile, erefted on purpofc 
to receive them. Should we be told, that the 
Britifli arms had turned the fcale, and determined the 
war in favor of the allied inonarchs, that they had 
^ determined no longer to quarrel about the boundaries 
of their territories j but, from a fenfe of common danger 
had aflbciated together againft their fubjcfts as their 
common enemy; I know not but fome inquifitlvc 
^perfons amongft us might be apt to enquire the names 
of the allied kings; and probably might be foofifli 
enough to imagine, that if ever we fhould have an en- 
terprifing monarch on the throne, our liberties might 
be in rather more danger from the nations of Europe 
being governed by defpotic monarchs, who had effec- 
tually fubjugatcd their fuifjellSf and had large ftanding 
armies at their abfolute difpofal, than if thefe nations 
Vcrc all democratic republics. — ^And it is not undeferv- 
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ing notice, that ihould the French revolution be (up« 
prefled, the European monarchs will have learnt a leffon 
froni it they will not foon forget. Mr.' Burke juftly 
obferves that kings will be deterred from granting their 
fubjeds any degree of libertyj they will from policy- 
be cruel. Should the continental monarchs fucce.ed 
in fuppreffing the French revolution, they will hardly 
make Mr. Burke a lying prophet* Tyrants arc cruel 
in proportion to their fears. 

Perhaps it will be faid, we dp not mean to reftore 
the old government of Francei Indeed it is not eafy tQ 
furmife what is really meant by the farrago of incoherent 
complaints againft France with which we are deafened ; 
but certainly as moft of them are pbilippicks againil the 
new government, the only plain inference is, that riiis 
abominable government is to be deftroyed, and as we 
Ihoyld reafonably fuppofe, the old one to be reftored; 
certainly it appears to be intended to compel them to 
have a king. Mr. Burke* s moft vehement complaint is, 
that they hate kings. The meafures which have been 
purfued againft them, do hot feem indeed to have been 
extremely well calculated to remove their antipathy ; 
and fhould the king of England join the confederacy 
againft them, it is not quite certain that it will totally 
eradicate their ftfange prejudices againft kings. To 
make them love kings will certainly be rather a difficult 
talki the utmoft we Ihall be able to effeft, will be to 
compel them to fwaliow a kingy which they will difgorgc 
if ever it be in their power. 

It is peculiar to this war, that our moft imminent ^ 
danger may poffibly refult (vom Juccejs. Can we believe 
it poffible, that the monarchs of Europe, after we have 
affifted them to eradicate thefe principles out of France^ 
will fufFer them to exift in England f Muft not this 
country have the benefit of their /t/W attention? The 
Englifh language is becoming common on the continent, 
and they will hardly overlook the danger which may 
refult' from it, nor is it to be imagined that if the con- 
tinent be thoroughly fubjugated, England can infure 
her exemption from the yoke. Hence if it were to be 
fuppofed poffible, that the Royal JJfociation fliould 
totally fubvert the new government of France, we might 
juftly entertain the moft dreadful apprchenfions. The 
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contintntal monarchs no longer engaged in endle& . 
quarrels about the boundaries of their dominions, but 
combined together in one horrid confederacy to main^ 
tain their power againfl: their fubjeHs $ all principles 
of benefit and importance to mankind would be erad- 
icated. Europe would frefent to our view a new andm 
monftrous Jjxftem (f government indeed^ far more detefiatk 
than the old.' One Itagnant and jputrid mafs of defpodfia 
would hang ovfer the whole continent; Then indeed 
the plan would prefent to our view a grand Unity of de«- 
fign« It would not appear as it nowdoes, in unconne6btd 
and disjointed parts* If this be a part of the plart^ 
it \s carefully and pk-udently kept but of fight. Wc are 
told nothing of reciprocity. The king of England it 
to engage in this conteft: from pure motives of regard 
to his fellow monarchs; to preferve their dignity and 
power, as Idng of England i at leaft< he afks nothing (<x 
himfelf. 

But as there is little chance that theje principles^ 
whether French or Englijhy will ever be rooted out, ic 
may be fome comfort to thofe who are alarmed about 
them, to be informed that however dangerous or how- 
ever beneficial they may be in Germany ; yet in England 
they are unimportant. As principles they have long 
cxifted in this country : they have been appealed to in 
both the Englijb and American revolutions ; but that 
they" had any tendency to produce thefe events may be 
doubted. If the Englifhy the Irijh^ the Scotch^ or the 
Weljh (hould ever feel apprehenfions fufficient to induce . 
them to revolt, and (hould have it in their power to ef- 
fcft it, they may pofTibly refort to /^^/? principles, if they 
are to.be found; but were they to be loft, that circum- 
ftance certainly would not reftrain them from revolt: 
they would do as we did at the revolution, firft effeft it, 
and then find fome Mr. Locke to form a fet of prin- 
ciples to defend it. In the mean time there is little 
danger of our rcforting to them, but as themes of literary 
difcuffion. Perhaps the Duke of Richmond and a few 
whimfical men may wifh to fee theJe principles more 
obvioufly realifed in our government; but to go to war 
with the French for that reafon, is as abfurd as if we 
were to commence a crufade againftthe ^urkss becaufc 
a few individuals amongft us may admire the Koran \ or 
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agamft the idolatrous Cbine/e, becaufe an extravagant 
author has lately exprefled his approbation of the 
Heathen Theology. 

The people of this country in a fituation of increal^ 
ing profperity> furrounded with comparative mifery, 
will not be eafily induced to hazard this happinefs : 
they will not fcrutinize accurately into our form of 
government; nor hazard a public convulfion^ by at* 
tempting fuch fpeculative, or even real improvements 
as may endanger Ac public peace. Some feW always 
have been, and always will be endeavouring to draw 
the public notice by their fpeculations, but the bulk of 
the nation will give but little heed to them. If ever 
there.be the leaft danger of their interrupting the pub- 
lic happinefs; we (hall ftop our bufinefs and our plea- 
fures for a moment, and convince them of their 
infignificance. That the public peace was in any 
danger from thefe principles could hardly be believed 5, 
. and cannot be now even pretended. The public have 
manifeftcd fuch an uni verfal approbation of the govern- 
ment and its adminiftration, and fuch a determination 
to fupport it, as was never before witneficd: all parties^ 
all religionsy all ranks^ merely on being informed, by 
authority, that the public peace was in danger, have 
with unexampled zeal, preffed forward to exprefs their 
attachment, without even Hopping to enquire whether 
the danger be real or imaginary. •Is this a time to 
tell us of danger from public commotions? If any 
man really thought fo, he muft be convinced of his 
miftake; and it, is certainly a little inconfiftent in 
Mr. Burkey that he reprefents us as cleaving to our 
antient prejudices, becaufe they are prejudices, yet 
confiders us as ready to run mad after the moft ex- 
travagant innovations ; the baneful and mifchievous 
effefts of which, he fays, we have an example ofi in 
the mifery they have brought on the French nation. 
But admitting there were fome ground to apprehend 
danger from republicans and levellers^ the meafurcs 
which have been taken, appear to have been fully 
adequate to the purpofe : if libellers write, juries will 
convidt, and courts will punifh: \{ riots fhould happen, 
conftables or Joldiers will fupprefs them. Thefe feem 
to be the proper^ we have experienced them to be 
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adequatey and they certainly arc cheaper rendedies for th<f 
evil, than a w^r againft i^««f^. 

• As none of the principles of the French rcyolutioti 
cap be refered to as being either new or dangerous. 
Mr. Burke to ftigmatize it, talks for hours, about blood 
and atbeifmy and then to produce Jiage effeSl throws 
daggers about the houfe; but after he has finifhed his 
theatric rant^ he muft be told, that the circumftanccs 
attending a revolution, are not its principles^ and frc^ 
quently not the rejult of the principles. The maffacre 
of Glencocy or King William^ s bloody warsy our national 
debty the feptennial or riot aSly were never called >ithe 
principles of the Englijh revolution. The events^of 
Auguji and September arofe from foreign caufes; h^d 
thofe caufes not exifted, t{ie; eyents would not havej 
follo^jredj yet the principles, of the revolutioa woul4, 
have been the fame; fo the hatred to 'kings conftitutes , 
no part of thofe principles, it fprapg from the hatred 
kings have manifefted to their governmejpt. The offer 
6{ confraternity was adopted t;o counteradt theuniverfal 
confederation they faw formed againft them, or at leaft 
to retaliate it; and had the confederation never been 
formed, there is not the leaft evidence to prove;, that 
cither hatred to kings, or the offer of confraternity would 
have refulted from their principles, any more th^n from 
the principles of any other republic, or than from the; 
principles of ^«r revolution, for even that has been 
difgraced with Moody and ftigmatiz?d with atheifm. 
The refiftance of our anceftors ^o the antient authority 
of the crown, during the reigns of the Stuarts, was 
attended with, much blood-Jhed, and produced fome 
ridiculous, and fome difgraceful circumftanceSt la 
preferving the new line of kings, and the new fpecies of 
monarchy, fince 1688, we have fhed no fn\all quantity 
of blood, both in Ireland and in Scotland; and under 
circumftanccs, which, Mr. Burke, fhould he ever be 
difpofcd to undertake the talk, rhight pofTibly be able 
to place in as odious a point of vieWi as he has the 
French majfacrees. 

As to both atheifm znd^murd^ they are not ncvif 
charges againft revolution principles. Mr. Burke h 
only a copyifi -, he merely ecchos the decrees of the univer- 
fity of Oxford juft prior to our revolution. When 
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taring carefully examined the principlet of thofe veiy 
rcvolutionifts, whofc cond\j6t and whofc writings, even 
Mr. Burke affefts to revere ; that celebrated feat of 
piety and learning, foleinnly decreed, that ** the faid 
^ propoGitionswtrc falfey/editious, impiQUS^bereticaly and 
•^ Hot^hemousy injurious to Cbriftiantty, and deftrudtiye 
^ of all governnicnt in chunk andfiatey fitted to deprave 
^ ge$d msnmrsy corrupt the minds of uneafy men, ftir 
^ xxp /editions and tumultSy and lead to rebellions^ murder 
• pffrinceSf and athdbn itfelf/* And about the fame 
dme one of the moii learned and reipedlabl^ of our 
bilbops ha{} fagacity enougt^ to difcover ^beifm iq 
Mr» jL^)l/s writings. 

bxgut however dangerous, or however atj^ciftical thcfe 
fvinciples might then be deemed, we now feem defiroi^ 
of monopolizing thems and the oppofition to the 
French reyolution, arife^ in no fmall degree, from an 
^pprehenHon that other nations may derive the fame 
benefit from them which we have experienced. Much 
IS it to be lamented that in this country there are many^^ 
who, fi-aught with national pride, call a jaundiced eye 
around and fay, Jf the nations of Europe enjoy thejweets, 
%jf Ubertyy and their commerce ceajis to be expojed to arbi-^, 
irary laws adminiftered by vepal judges i — if their land no 
knger lies uHctdtivated, thaif their nobles may enjoy the. 
fkmfttres of the ehace-y — if myriads of clergy draw not 
sway their wealth from the channels of indujiry i — if arbi^ 
ttary and rapacious exaSion no longer fob the artifan and 
thepeajant of the fruit of their induftry^ or violence force, 
item from their families y to fill tfep the ravages of death in 
ih4 armies of contending defpots ; then thofe-nations^ poffejfed 
^ffuperior natural advantages to ourf elves y will rear their 
heads around us; no longer Jhall we retain our proud pre^ 
eminenencey or hold the equilibrium of empire i confined to the 
watural advantages oUr iftandpojejfesy wefball ceafe to carry 
m half the commerce of Europe ^ no more will the Britifo 
9dme carry terror tbrougf) the worldy or its terrors re found 
from pole to pole. 'Bot let fuch recolle£fc — that if 
patriotifm be a virtue, it cannot be founded on fuch 
malignant prop^nfitiess it will not lead us to wilh 
human happinefs to be circumfcribed by Albion*% Cliffsy 
m that the genius of Liberty Ihould caft her mantle 
only o'er our ifle. 
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But a4tnitting the overthrow of the old government* 
in France, may, by increafing its trade^ agriculture^ and 
manufaSlureSy be at fome diftant period, prejudicial to 
our own : admitting alfo, that on this malignant prin- 
ciple we did not fcruple to adtj yet on the niere 
impolicy of it we may fafcly reft the queftion, even under 
any circumftances which can poffibly take place. 

To re-eftablifli the old govcirnment, we may now 
certainly reckon amongft the impoflibilities : had that 
been in contemplation, we Ihould have attempted it 
earlier, when the Aufirian and Pruffian armies ^vere ia 
full ftreng|k, undiminifhed by7?f^;?5/]r ^nd /laughter, and 
undifma3rea by defeat, when their exchequers were not 
exhaufted, and when they would not have refted folely 
qn us for their fupply ; even then, no man can imagine 
that our weight thrown into the fcale would have turned 
the ballance; our importance as a military power is 
certainly not greatj^ and where the combined armies of 
Auftria and Prujjia have had fo fhameful a repulfe 
I' Qurs would hardly have made much imprefTion: we 

might to be fure, have fent a few regiments tobecutoflf 
at St. CaSy to be fiaughtered in the fields ofFontenoyy or 
to fign a capitulation at Clojler-S event and we may now 
replenifli the exhaufted coffers of the German princes, 
to enable them to obfttuft the progrefs of republicanifm, 
in Germany y for to overthrow it in France they can have 
now no hope. But may it not be afked, what intereft 
can we have in jthis P What concern have we whether 
republicanifm prevail on the banks of the Rhine, the 
JVolgaj the TDanube, or the Po? If the change of the 
government oi France will be advantageous to its trade 
and manufaSiures, and thereby become injurious to ours, 
it is an evil we muft prepare to meet, it cannot be pre- 
vented. France is an eftablifhed republic, and there, if 
any where, we muft expedt to fee rifing and flourilhing 
manufaftories i but from Germany , remote indeed muft 
be any fuch danger: to improve her uncul-* 
tivated ground will afford employment for an increaf- 
ing population, and long prevent her engaging in 
extenlive manufafturcs to our prejudice, and in the 
mean time they will be taken of u3 in an increafing 
|Nroportion. Germany is even now the beji market we 
have ; will flic become a worfe, when rich, foj^ulous, free. 
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And baMy? whcp her forefts Ihall be converted iqto cul- 
tivated villages, full of inhabitants, enjoying the com- 
Jbrts, pcrhap? the fuperfluities of life, fi^iall ^enot find 
an additional fource of trade? If there be an event 
to be ^iihed for by us of more peculiar importance 
itiw any other, it is that Germany be free^ and in con- 
jaedlion with it, that the Scheldt be opened; the Qritiih 
refleb will then unload our manufa£ttures on the quays 
t£jhiwerp^ from whepce they will be conveyed by the 
Flemijh canaJsyRbine,&cc %o the interior parts of Europe: 
if there be ai^ation to whom the openiijg the port of 
jfntwcrp mud be highly advantageous, it is England % 
if there be a nation to whom (except Holnlkd) it will 
oe injurious, it Is France ; they are giving to Flanders a 
pcMTt &r fuperior to any one they thcmfelves poffefi in 
the channel; yet even to Flanders is it unimportant, in 
comparilbn of us, for ofEngUJh manufa^urcs chieflyj^ 
Antwerp will becon^ the depot ^ 

Wars, when commenced, even on popular ground, 
and originating in the public voice, have ufually a 
different termination. Ideal benefits are in general . 
held out, but they always vanilh when the great and 
certain evils of war come to be experienced! But ini 
Ais war, not only every reflefting man will know its 
impolicy and abfurdity, but what is of much more im- 
portance, no objeft can poffibly be held out to deceive 
the ignorant multitude; fhould they be even told tl^a^ 
the large fubfidies lent by iis ;:o the continent had been 
fo well employed by our illuftrious allies, that the armies 
of the Gernian potentates, and the RuMan eniprefs had 
beencrowned with the moft complete fuccefs, that 
f'rench principles had been efFeftually eradicated out 
of France and Poland^ and their antient and venerable 
governments reft or ed^ eftabltJhedyZxiAJecured^ from the 
deteftable innovations of reajon and pbilojbpby: yet 
perhaps fome may fay, the mad and boundlefs ambition 
of the court of France had been founded in our ears 
for above a century, it had been reprefented as endan- 
gering the peace and liberties of mankind; to it we 
attributed our wars^ our taxes^ bur national debt^ our 
^Jlanding arniy^ and exptnjive navy* T^^s power, 
*Mr. Burke told us no longer exifted as a nation, its 
army without difcipline, its finances ruined, he could 
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^ only fee a vaft cbafm^ which once was France. And 
' ™^ is our commerce ruined, our taxes and national debt 
^^® increafed ? arc we involved in all the calamities of war, 
^^ to fill up this cbafm, to reftore this dreadful and danger- 
ous power, to give difctpline to its armies, and order 
Ziid energy to its government? Did you regret that 
!*jP this dangerous government lay before you an objcft of 
^ commiieration and contempt ? or was the danger only 
9^' ideal^ and you regreted that there no longer exiftcd a 

^ ^' - pretence for perpetual war, accumulated taxes, and a 
T? ftandinflM|my I 

Inde^nt is fcarcely pofTible that this war can havti 
been prdetted for any of the avowfed purpofesj cer- 
^ ."• tainly not to keep principles out of this kingdom 

•i^f " which were in it before the French revolution took 
cfl/j' • place, and will ftill cxift, whether the French govern- 
ment Jiand or falL The war can hardly be intended to 
idi reftore the ^i/ government of France, for that, ev€n if 

f ^ pridicable, woukl be expofing ourfelves to a kmwn 

*^ - evil: It cannot be intended to give France a good 
government, for that would be injurious to our trade 
znd manuf allures i nor a tad one, for that we are told 
fhe has already : it is hardly intended to engage in a 
^" war, to block up Antwerp from our own (hipping, 

^c ^ nor to prevent Germany, Italy, RuJ^a, or China from 
l^f becoming republics, which can certainly do «i no hurt: 

and a war can hjrdly be intended for fecuring the 



^ liberty of the Genevefe, the fnowy Alps to Sardinia, 

i or the caftle of St. Jhgelo to the Pope: we are hardly 

f . going to mount our Rozinante, to redrefs all the wrongsi 

f and engage all tht windmills in the world. 

The motives for this war may be various — ^Whilc' 
the true born Englijbmen are frantic with hatred of the 
French, and the king terrified with the danger of Han- 
over \ the intrigues of a divided cabinet may have pro- 
duced the prefent ferment for private purpofes, and the 
minifter may at length be propelled (as other minifters 
have been) into a war, which threatens to be as de- 
ftruftive to his popularity^ as to the profperity * 
; of the nation; and as no minifter, who commenced a 

war, ever yet terminated it, we fhall probably have to 
innumerate amongft the evils of this war, the lofs of a 
I minifter, who has juftly obtained the confidence and 

eftecm of his country,— ^/7iVZy. 
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